
March 12, 2021                                                           Volume 1, Issue 1 

MONTHLY STAKEHOLDER NEWSLETTER - FREDERICK DOUGLASS HIGH SCHOOL  

First, let me say thank you to all of our ASTROnomical parents, 

alums, community members, partners and supporters! We 

could not have made it this year without you! As we have trav-

ersed this difficult year, you have been alongside us each step 

of the way and we couldn’t be more grateful. 

I am Principal Portee, the proud leader of Frederick Douglass 

High School, and it brings me great pleasure to provide some 

glows we have been able to accomplish, even in a global pan-

demic.  This is just a snapshot of the great teaching, learning 

and supporting that is happening in Astro Nation! We certainly 

could not showcase all of our successes in a 2-pager, so you’re 

encouraged to visit our school’s webpage and social media of-

ten to stay connected to our school. We look forward to work-

ing with you as we prepare our students for college, career and 

life. ~Principal Portee 

March 7   Spring Homecoming 

March 22  Quarter 4 Begins 

April 5 - 9  Spring Break 

May 21   End of School Year 

May 25   Graduation 

In February, Atlanta Public Schools has launched a drive-up/
walk-up COVID-19 testing site on the campus of our school 
(Frederick Douglass High School.  

The District has teamed up with some of Atlanta’s leading 
healthcare organizations – Viral Solutions and pediatric research-

ers from Emory University and Children’s Hospital of Atlanta (CHOA) – 
to bring highly efficient drive-through and walk-up PCR 
COVID-19 testing at no out-of-pocket expense to all stu-
dents, faculty, support staff, family members and the com-
munity-at-large. 

In addition to PCR COVID-19 testing, the APS family also has 
the choice of being tested again at the same time, using 
new, emerging, easier, and simpler methods. This second 
free test will help researchers develop test-at-home tech-
nologies that will save lives – from Atlanta to all across the 
globe. Each person tested receives a gift card, along with 
the assurance that they played a part in helping end this 
global pandemic. 

The outdoor testing area is located on the north side of the 
building, and will be open to all APS students, their fami-
lies, and staff members from 9 AM - 6 PM, Monday 
through Friday, through the end of the school year.  

COVID-19 Testing 
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 Although our school year and celebra-

tions looks very different than previous 

years, we continue to uphold the rich tra-

ditions and norms our community is ac-

customed to! Despite the pandemic, our 

homecoming was yet another success. We 

safely celebrated our royal kings and 

queens at our annual coronation ceremo-

ny.  

Thank you to the parents, families, alums 

and community members who supported. 

Special thanks to  our Homecoming Com-

mittee who worked tirelessly to ensure 

that our students experienced homecom-

ing in a global pandemic. Most important-

ly, CONGRATUALTIONS to our 2020-2021 

Royal Court.  

Did you know that Frederick Douglass 
and Booker T. Washington were not 
only friends, but eventually became 
extended family? Well, meet Ms. Nettie 
Washington Douglass, the great-
granddaughter of Booker T. 
Washington, who is also the great-
great granddaughter of Frederick 
Douglass! We are particularly excited 
about this new partnership for our 
school community.   
            In 2018, as our    
            school celebrated its 50th  
            anniversary, the autobiography of our  
            eponym celebrated its bicentennial       
            anniversary. With the assistance of the  
            Consulate General of Ireland in Atlanta, Ms.  
            Douglass will donate the Bicentennial Edition 
            of ‘Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, 
            an American Slave’ to our scholars.  
 
We are truly moved  beyond words that we finally had the 
opportunity to connect with Ms. Douglass and the Douglass 
family. Continue to stay connected to the school to learn the ways 
in which we plan to strengthen this connection for generations to 
come.  

 
 
 

Our Literacy Initiative has begun. 
D.E.A.R. (Drop Everything and Read) places emphasis on 

reading in every content. 
 

Virtual Night School 
Monday - Thursday | 5pm—7pm 

 
Saturday School 9am–12pm | Blended  

(Contact: Lottrenise Smith for more info | Lottrenise.Smith@apsk12.org) 

 
Verizon Innovation Learning Grant Recipient  

All students will be receiving laptops for SY’21-22 

“TRI-M” Music National Honor Society Charter 
 

16 Students earned Perfect Attendance from August-
December with Class of 2023 leading the way! 

Frederick Douglass High School 
225 Hamilton Earl Holmes Drive NW 

Atlanta, Georgia 30318 
Phone: 404.802.3100 

Mr. A. Portee, Principal 
https://www.atlantapublicschools.us/Domain/3043 
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